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to go to work in a factory as a common fitter. Boon a "similar lamp,
invented by Edison, conquered the world,

A Russian, electrical engineer, Alexander Stepanovicb. Popov
.(1859-1905), was the celebrated inventor of wireless telegraphy (1895),
Shortly after the appearance of Popov's invention twenty-seven fisher-
men, carried out into the Baltic Sea on an ice floe, were saved by radio-
gram. However, Popov's wireless telegraph found no application
in Russia, and the world credits tfiis invention to Marconi who never
mentioned a word of his Russian predecessor. When Popov applied
to the government in 1895 for a grant of 1,000 rubles to set up an expert-
mental radiotelegraph the Minister of War replied: "I do not permit
funds to be granted for such a chimera."

Russia's technico-economic and cultural backwardness was the
cause of many scientific discoveries and inventions by outstanding
Russian scientists failing to find application in their native country.

Historical science made considerable progress in the 'eighties and
'nineties. Ihe lectures of one of the most outstanding bourgeois histo-
rians of Russia, V. 0. Klyuchevsky, to cite only one instance, enjoyed
great popularity.

The Struggle for a Marxist Science in Russia. The develop,
ment of the working class rapidly advanced in Russia the Marxist-
theory cf society. Marxism was first propagandized in Russia in, the
'eighties, with the appearance of Plekhauov Js works against the Karod-
niks. Plekhanov's Marxist works. Our Differences and Socialism
and the Political Struggle, cleared the ground for the spread of Marx-
ism in Russia. -Essays on Ihe History of Materialism, On the
Development of the Monistic View of History', The Question of the
Hole of the Individual in History^ and other theoretical works written
by him, were, in the words of Lenin, "the finest of all the international
literature of Marxism."* But even the best works of Plekhanov were
not free from idealistic errors.

The theories of Marx and Engels were elaborated and raised to
a still higher plane by the great leader of the world proletariat, V. I.
Lenin, and his faithful disciple and associate J, V. Stalin,

Lenin became the creator of Marxism in the epoch of imperialism
and proletarian revolutions, the founder of Leninism,

Ilie classic works of Lenin What the "Friends of the People"Are
and How They light the Social-Democrats, and The Development
of Capitalism in Russia are masterly examples of the unity of revolu-
tionary theory and practice. In these works Lenin laid the foundation
for Leninism. His works on the history of capitalism in Russia in which
he admirably applies materialistic dialectics to the phenomena of
social life, are classic Marxist works in the field of history.
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